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December10, 2004 CLERK’S OFFICE

DorothyGunn,Clerk
illinOis PollutionControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100WestRandolphStreet

• Suite11-500
Chicago,Illinois 60601

RE:
Adm.

DEC 13 2004
STATE OF ILLINOIS

Pollution Control Boarc~

R2004-26,InterimPhosphorusEffluentStandard,Proposed35 Ill.
Code304.123(g-k)

DearIllinois PollutionControlBoard:

TheMeHenryCountyDefenders,a34 year-oldcounty-basednot-for-profit
corporationdedicatedto thepreservationandimprovementofth~environment,
supportstheIllinois EPA’s proposalto establishan interimphosphoruseffluent
standard.Our organizationhasover 1,100members,mostofwho live in
McHenryCounty. We suppotttheinterim standardbecauseit is neededto
mamtainthequalityofthemanyhighquality streamsandnversfoundin
McHe~yCounty.,,... ~ •. ....,,.....~..,. .. ~ ‘

McHenryCountyis blessedwith anabundanceofhigh qualitybodiesofwater
includingthe ClassA streams:NorthBranchofNippersinkCreek,Piscasaw.
Creek,RushCreekandKishwaukeeRiver andnumerousstreamsthat arerated
asClassB, includingBooneCreek,Fox River, andtheSouthBranchofthe
KishwaukeeRiver. Ourcountyis alsoexperiencingtremendouspopulation
growthsuchthatmanyconmiunitiesarefinding theneedto expandtheir
wastewatertreatmentfacilities. Thus, the interimphosphoruseffluentstandard
of 1 mgIL phosphoruswill provideimmediatebenefitin McHenryCountyby
limiting’ increasesin newphosphorusdischargesto numerousstreams..

Boththe CleanWaterAct andIllinois law requirethat thepermitsissuedto
dischargersto ourstate’swaterbodiescontrolpollutantsthatmaycauseor
contributeto violationsofwaterqualitystandardsandprohibitallowing new
pollution that hasnotbeenshownto benecessary.Theproposedstandard’s
requirementthat newandexpandingdischargersofwastewaterremove
phosphorusis achievable~Sincethe 1970’sdischargers.tostreamsthatflow to
theGreat,Lakesliaverneta 1 rngfL phosphorusliniit., Here,inMcHenry::
County,in orderto meetIllinois’ antidegradationrequirements,the
communities..ofRichmond,Hebron,LakewoodandMcHenryhavealready
committedto removmgphosphorusfrom newandexpandingwastewater
treatmentplants.’.. . . .. . . •. .. ...• .... •.. .. . .,~
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TheIllinois EPAis In theprocessofdevelopingwaterqualitystandardsfornutrients,
• includingphosphorus,andexpectsto file apetitionfor theestablishmentof such

standardsin early2007. Thecurrentproposalfor a 1 mg/L effluentphosphoruslimit wjll
sunsetwiththeBoard’sadoptionofanumericphosphoruswaterqualitystandard.In the

• meantime,this proposalis ‘neededto protecthighquality streamslike thosein McHemy
Countyfrom unnecessaryphosphoruspollution. Unnaturallevelsofphosphorusin

• streamscanleadto excessivealgal growthcausingoffensiveconditionsandcreating
periodsoflow’dissolvedoxygenlevelswhich canbeharmful, andevendeadly,to fish

• andotheraquatic,life.

Thankyou forthe opportunityto describethe,benefitwhichtheproposalbeforeyou will
haveon theaquaticresourcesofMcHemy County. TheMcHenryCountyDefenders
urgestheBoardto adopttheinterimphosphoruseffluent standardof 1 mg/Lphosphorus
proposedby theIllinois EPA in Rulemaking2004-16.

Sincerely,

LenoreBeyer-Clow
ExecutiveDirector


